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- hen the original Ukrainian

‘?‘2 version of ﬂnsbaokappeamd
. 100 years ago, it was not ony

a scholarly event, but & politicii siaie-
ment. The codification of, the national
history in a multi-volume work that
met the most exacting standards of
FEuropean scholarship was an affirma.
tionof theexlstemeandﬁghttoexxst I
of the Ukrainiannation.
__The author was a professor at the |
University of Lviy, then the capital of
" the easternmost province of Austria-
Humngary and today the capital of the
westernmost oblast of independent
Ukraine.
With the first instalment of what
was to be 4 10-voluine history of his
“nation, Mykhaile Hrushevsky
- accelerated the dynamic that was to
lead to the collapse of empixes and the
. emergence of an independent .
- Ukraintan state.
Volume followed volume w1th )
clockwork regularity, except for the
" period of the Great War and of the -
* revolution which followed ¥ During
© the revolution, Hrushevsky -
exchanged his professor’s title for that
" of president — president of the ﬁrst
Ukrainizm state of 1917-20.

- In the early 1920s Hrushevsky
neturned from exile to Ukraine, then
under Soviet rule, and continged to
‘pursue his life’s work in the face of .
mounting persecution fromthe =~ -
authorities. He 'died in exile in Soviet
Russia in 1934, probably riot entirely

""" Now the first velurhe of his History
18 available to the English reader, .’
tbankstohmamnfmﬂatmsand




_.:They pmduoed aneditionof

“W mﬂwﬁ%w
what must be cne of the mast error
ﬁ‘eemrkswhaveappearedﬁnman
acadmmcpressindecades.
Andtlwwholeim;thas been

ded by :
subsaqumtmsearch thialsnoﬁedand,
thereaderisreferred&oﬂxelaheat, :
mostanthm'iinﬁvemeratm'e'l‘he
book opens with a'superb- - :
mhudmﬁmtommhevslwandhls ;
History by Sysyn. ;. -
‘ Thesheerambiﬁonc!
Hrushevskysprojectst'ﬂaesthe ‘
readeracentury]aterasaudacmus.
“Hrushevsky Set hiinself the task'of -
reweudngtheentirehistoryof
Ukrame,notevenﬂ'omthe
‘beginnings of history or memorx ut -
originsonward.Nomatterthatthis
mﬂedswﬂmngmchdivemeﬂelds .
as edrth scienice, archeology,’
THnguistics and anthropology -
Hrushevsky took it as his obhgatlon
to examine every branch of learning
that might shine light on his
imestigation

“To read Hiushevsky Is to. enter a
bygone wozld in which scholarship
was truly conulativeand.
!nternaﬁmalandmitselfseﬂously_
‘without being pompous.
- Aside from the 10-volume History, -
he wiote other multi-volume works as
well as numerous speciallzed studies,
all of extraordinarily high quality He
placed high demands on others as

well as on himself He enlisted teams
of students to help him, divvying up
the sources among them and telling
them what to lock for:

The fruit of all this erudition and
substantive and stood the test of tims,
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